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RAG WEEK
DIT RAG heroes to the
rescue for DEBRA Ireland
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By Eric Fitzgerald

s

o the SU elections have come
around again, but do you really
know who you're voting for?
We looked at the eight manifestos,
each promising the world, and
quizzed the candidates on the reality
of how they plan to deliver.
Are there any genuine runners this
year? Is it all a lot of hot air? And
what exactly can we expect from the
incoming trio of potential SU power?
Read on to find out how the hopefuls
tood up to some DIT News questioning.

Rebecca O'Neill promises to help
fill all students' union positions, like
class reps and governing councillors,
if elected.
Q: How do you propose to tackle
student apathy, which is arguably the
cause behind the low percentage of
tudent union posts being filled?
A: "Sabbaticals need to be out and
about amongst the students. We live
in the age of the paperless office, so
there's no reason why a president
can't be in the lunch area of a site
working away while talking to the

students."
Martin Dunne pledges to make extended library opening hours permanent across all sites.
Q: Why pick out Mountjoy Square
for special treatment re library opening hours?
A: "It's an equality issue. During
the Christmas campaign for extended
hours, Mountjoy Square put in a lot
of effort, but were overlooked by
DlT in the end. They received no extended hours."
Alastair Graham wants to be a vis-

ible president whom students can
easily recognise if elected.
Q: How do you propose to strike a
balance between visibility and getting the work done?
A: "It's actually a very easy balance to strike. The president has a
large number of backroom staff
which can be present at meetings, so
that allows time for them to be
around the campuses talking to students."
Tracey Flinter has a bone to pick
with the libraries if she's elected to
Continued page S
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y' Day!
elcome
to the
first
DITNews of
2008! It's been
quite an eventful
start to the year.
Welfare Week,
SHAG Week and
the SU election
hustings have
kept us very
busy. I think it's The Drr
team getting Into the P8ddy'. Day splrtt a I'" earty.
Clockwise from front left: F1nbarr O'Sulflvan, Heather Thompson,
fair to say that
. . . . . . DeeIey, Sacha 1Iorri•• ~Rad1aeI Ryan, Luc: 0 CiI.....la,
Kde.,.. ..... ~ 0' 11van, JuIfe ~ and Oma
the SU pulled off
CUnnlngham and WIIIIam \YaWl .......... c:..a
a rocking RAG
Week this year, well done to everyone who worked so hard to make
it happen and I hope lots of money was raised for DEBRA Ireland.
Check out our RAG in pictures round-up on pages 12 and 13. And
don't miss our election special on pages 4 and 5 where we look at
the options for polling day.
'
Looking forward to March and April, the DIT Drama Festival
kicked off on Monday and runs until March 15th in the Black Box
theatre in Aungier St. Sticking with drama, DIT are hosting the
ISDA festival this year, definitely one to look out for!
The DIT Toyota Fashion Show is on April 9th and promises to be
a great night. All this and a lot more to look forward to.
As usual, a massive thank you to everyone who contributed to the
paper, and Happy Paddy's Day from us all!
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By Alison Schiff
s of9:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
19 February, the squirrel
was no more. After more
than a month of undelivered messages, time-outs, sluggish responses from the server and, on
occasion, the inability to even log
into the SquirrelMail system,
myDIT.ie went live with its sleek
new interface and speedy connection times.
Because it functions as part of
an e-portal myDIT.ie is "more
than just an email system," said
Network Manager Dearbhla
O'Reilly.
The service includes an option
for group storage, a chat function
and a calendar that students can
use to manage their personal and
course schedules. Students are
still able to retrieve their old
emails through the portal.
The new system is the result of
many months of preparation and
groundwork by the Information
Services (IS) staff and planning
for a new system had actually
been in the pipeline since 2006.
The goal had always been to
make the switch in September before the beginning of the 20072008 academic year, though
ongoing difficulties with certain
software providers made that impossible. But when the system
came crashing down at the begin-
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ning of the second semester, IS
knew it had to take action.
"We already had the hardware
in place," said O'Reilly. "We didn't intend to do it in the middle of
the academic year, but we figured
people would prefer a working
system rather than no system at
all."
The switchover on 19 February
was a smooth one. "I expected all
hell to break loose," said Senior
Systems Administrator Tracey
Roche with a laugh, "But it ended
up going very well."
Since its launch, myDIT.ie
seems to have gotten a favourable
response from students.
"It had been so bad that people
just stopped complaining, but
everyone seems to be happy with
it now," said Systems Administrator Paul Spring, the man responsible for the squirrel's jaunty
Santa cap on the email homepage
this past Christmas. "We still encourage and ask for feedback
though, because the system is in
constant development."
A final issue IS would like to
clear up is that it wasn't SquirrelMail but the back end servers it
was connected to that created the
problem with the old system.
"It was never actually the squirrel's fault," said Spring with a
shake of his head.

SHINE - used to be student un-friendly Cornerstone, now welcomes
now the closest thing we have to a southside student bar
The Bald Barista on Aungier St - a crazy-friendly owner and crazy
delicious coffee
The new series ofSkins. We heart Maxxie!
The RAG Ball headphone disco - best event of the year!
Ginger Oscar winners - Glen Hansard and Tilda Swinton
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AIB at Aungier St don't deal with cash, what do they deal with?
•• Wmter
sunshine. Between the glare and the atomic shadows, it's
. making walking, driving and generally looking in a southerly
direction an invitation to get a guide dog.
Bar. Cs for a mediocre Heineken? Having a laudt are we?
Citi
• Waiting
for hours for a taxi: throw in some p8infullieels and some

rain and it's the perfect end to a night out
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Students forced to put up with overcrowding,
limited equipment, poor heating and blocked drains
acilities are so poor for the art students ofDIT Portland Row that life
drawing classes had to be cancelled
after models refused to work without
proper central heating.
A lack of natural light, cramped studio
space, blocked sinks and drainage systems, as well as the recent loss ofthe college's sculpture yard to redevelopers, are
among a number of problems facing the
students in the North Dublin campus.
"This has been an ongoing problem for
months and years. We get a lot of complaints from the class reps about the facilities in Portland Row," conceded
Martin Dunne, SU Vice President.
The campus, which is being rented
from a private owner, has failed to adequately upply students with the basic facilities required in an art college.
"We lost our sculpture yard because
the man who owns the building wants to
build a car park," Nadia Shah, a class rep
from Portland Row informed us.
"We're meant to get some kind of
compensation but I don't see how it'll
help when we already have no space. We
needed that sculpture yard for our work".
Con tant blocked sinks has led to a

F

drainage problem within the campus,
with students being unable to wash their
brushes or equipment.
Equipment in the college is also very
limited. "It's not unusual to be expected
to spend half your day waiting to use the
equipment," said Neasa O'Shea Brady, a
Fine Art student in the college, "In print
you have to queue just to be able to finish your work. You have to wait for
everyone in the class and take your turn".
Studio space is a major concern in the
campus, as the building is stretched beyond capacity and still has large enrolment numbers.
"In one second year art class, there are
50 students to one small studio," Martin
Dunne added, highlighting the desperate
lack of space being provided at DIT Portland Row.
Nadia Shah also pointed out that since
the end of January, the art class has had
an influx of Erasmus students.
Although she said the class have welcomed the new faces, the extra demand
on space had led to students being forced
to share the already overcrowded conditions.
Due to the nature of the college itself,

audio exhibitions and photography are
expected to play an important part in
the design of the campus.
Despite this, the rooms aren't soundproofed and photography students are
studying in rooms with little to no natural light changing the complete composition of the pieces.
It's hard to expect Portland Row to
compete with other sites and provide
services without a Student Union of their
own. If students need to access information, learn of upcoming events, take part
in societies, or talk to a Union officer,
they currently need to leave their campus
and walk to Mountjoy Square, the closest
DIT that caters for both campuses.
"RAG and SHAG week weren't even
promoted in this college. We have to go
down to Mountjoy Square for anything
to do with our societies or Student
Union," Rachel O'Callaghan told DIT
News.
On a more serious note, the health of
students is at risk after the deterioration
of some aspects of the campus and the
quick"fix solutions that have failed to
benefit the students concerned.
"We were told not to go out on the

emergency exits because the stairs are
unstable," warned Nadia Shah.
She also commented on the supposed
heating issue being resolved but noted
that no ventilation was in the main
rooms. "It's difficult to breathe in there;
I left earlier thinking I was going to collapse."
"We need the sinks and drainage to.be
addressed immediately, it's an art college
and this can't go on," urged Martin
Dunne.
There is talk of a proposed move to
Denmark Street, but students are confused as to where they'll be studying in
September.
What is clear, however, is that this inadequate and dangerous building cannot
continue to be used by DIT students.

By Elizabeth McHugh
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ELECTION SPECIAL

MARCH

Whether: you've decided or not, DIT News brings you the best student guzde to the sa elections. We put each candidate in the hot seat
(pI, cntd PS), reyort on hustings and look at how important the outcome could beJor you next year. Butfirst, meet the contenders with
their views on tea, pubs and DIT life.

reSI ent:

Promises to: "Extend library
pening hours on ALL sites,
ress the DIT to ensure that stuent services for part-time stuents - your representatives will
e the last people out - and most
mportantIy I'll ensure you get
alue for YOUR money."
• At time of going to print hadn't
answered any questions about tea

Best cuppa? The one you make
yourself, that way it's the same
everywhere.
Bodkins or Shine? Up until a
couple years ago, The Cornerstone was great! Then it went
downhill, but has promise since
the management change.
You in three words? Loud, distinctive, willing
Advice? Get involved! The
more you put in, the more you
can get out. .
Fave Memory? Singing 'Timewarp' in Ennis at USI Congress.

'

2008

Best cuppa? Can't afford a cup
oftea, but the hot water is good
for40cent.
Bodkins or Shine? Neither, the
Living Room Rocks!
You in three words? Ginger
Nut Biscuit
Advice? Enjoy it while you
can, get involved for we have
the rest of out lives to work!!
Try everything once... trust me
on this!
Fave memory? Getting my ass
pinched by an elderly lady at
the Cathal Brugha Street Old
_.......-===;;;;;-....:F~o:.::lks=-C.,hristrnasP~

----.J

est cuppa? Java in Aungier St
s pretty sweet but expensive,
that's one thing I will change
!lext year.
podkins or Shine? Cornertone, and now it's under new
JIlanagement it's back to the old
way we all loved!
!You in three words? Outgoing
friendly and approachable.
'
ave Memory? Clubs award
night in Croke Park when we
Won best martial arts club.
George Hook had us falling out
of our seats, we filled the cup
with beer and finished the night
~n the Big Tree.
Best cuppa? Home brew
Shine or Bodkins? Bodkins
You in three words?
Unpredictable, crazy and strongminded
Advice? Try to go to as many
events as possible and get involved where ever you can or
you ,,:iII miss out on the college
expenence.
Fave memory? The OIT Charity
calendar, mainly because I was
covered in paint!

Best cuppa? Have to say do
love Scholars in Bolton St, I
know, I know, I should say my
home turf here. *hangs bead in
shame*
Bodkins or Shine? I love Bodkins! The bar staff are so sound.
You in three words? Dedicated, determined, passionate.
Advice? Always put time aside
for DlTSU entertainments and
nights out because there's nothing better than getting to know
your classmates and people
from other sites outside of class.

Promises to: Tackle library
opening hours, keep computer
software licences updated, increase the number of data points
around campuses, rejuvenate
RAG week and possibly coincide it with other colleges to
create a vibrant and safe atmosphere.
• At time of going to print hadn't
answered any questions about tea

Best cuppa? It used to be Eve's
office in Aungier St. S.U.
Bodkins or Shine? Whichever
has the better promos on. A
pitcher for €1O in The Cornerstone was immense. It's on the
way back!!!
You in three words? Not good
at maths
Advice? Go on the lash, go to all
the events, talk to everyone, join
a society and try to score as little
people in your class as possible!!
Fave memory? My ability time
and time again, to pull a 40% average out of the bag. Ragtrips
were amazing. (I miss Ragtrip)

We could have
it so much
better

IHustings:
speak up!

dit students' union

By Eric Fitzgerald &
Finbarr O'Sullivan

I

Voter apathy, lack of awareness and bad organisation - all
made worse by our sprawling city-wide campus. It's never
going to be easy to inspire mass interest in student elections,
but we could be doing it better.
Eric Fitzgerald suggests some changes
his is something I need to
get off my chest. The Student's Union elections are
an utterly shambolic series of
events.
Hustings are poorly attended,
elections are hastily announced,
voters are ill-informed and the
student body is disinterested. It's
not these things which annoy me
the most, however. It's that the
Student's Union elections could
be so much bigger, bolder and better.
It's a shame to see candidates
stand up and eloquently detail
their policies to a clink: of cutlery
and the hum of an apathetic audience. What's an even bigger
shame is how hustings are organi ed.
The Aungier Street hustings was
held during lunch in the main hall,
where potential presidents and
vice-presidents cried out in vain to
those otherwise occupied.
Surely they would be better
served addressing a smaller, yet
interested, audience in a desig-

T

nated venue? The Black Box theatre springs to mind. Or, if the organising committee are seriously
concerned about informing students in large numbers, why not
offer incentives?
A "Rock The Vote" style event
would be the perfect solution. Attract a crowd with the promise of
a band and have the candidates
address those gathered in the middle of the band's set.
It may be the one time where
they genuinely have the undivided
attention of those whom they are
addressing. The financial burden
of organising another event need
not be an issue. It is entirely possible that such an event could be
combined with an existing DIT
event i.e. the RAG Week Carnival.
There's no point, however, having candidates speak to voters if
said voters are in the dark about
the identities of those running for
office. The election process in
DrT seems rushed. Candidates are
made known about two weeks be-

Election candidate Q & A
office.
Q: Library hours are an issue every
year - what would you do differend)
to make them a non-issue once and for
all?
A: "It's not just hours are the problem, it's the overall facilities in the libraries. DIT are applying for university
status when they don't even have university level facilities in place. The
number of computers and the services
provided by the hbraries need to be improved."
Ciaran Curtis is demanding an end to
high prices from the catering companies inDIT.
Q: Just how do you propose to tackle
high prices from third-party catering
bodies which could pull out of DIT

I

fore the election, and students are
asked to make a decision in this
short time frame which could
have far-reaching consequences.
It's a concern that's easily addressed - just get the candidates
out there with some time to spare.
Voter apathy is brougilt about by
poorly organised elections. With a
bit of effort, however, the process
could be far more accessible, enjoyable and, most importantly, informative.
"What have the SU ever done
for us?" is a common refrain of
students. The answer? RAG
Week, SHAG Week, Party Liason
Officers, student support, help I
finding accomodation - to mention but a few of their accomplishments. But why are they so
shy to publicise the work they do
behind the scenes?
IfDITSU bigged themselves up ,
a little, maybe voters would see
the importance behind elections.
After all, if we had no union, college life would be a lot bleaker.

Continued from page 1

easily, leaving students with no services?
A: "Students are a consumer market
and these companies realise that. A
combined campaign of pressure from
DIT and DITSU, coupled with a student boycott, would force these companies to re-evaluate their strategy and
lower prices."
Dermot Julian proposes harmonising
RAG Week with other colleges to create a better vibe. Unfortunately, he was
unavailable for comment.
Brid Hughes wants her tenure to be
characterised by more student events if
elected.
Q: Where will the extra funding
come from for these extra events?
A: "There's been money left over

from previous years. We'll examine the
fmancial records to see where the
money is being spent, and where it
needs to be spent. We should be able to
reallocate enough funds for these
events."
Johnny Moran wants more integration between the different sites ofDIT.
Q: Would geographical difficulties
not mitigate against integrating the different campuses?
A: "That's been the problem in previous years alright. r d hope that, if
elected, r d get around to each site at
least once a week. If all sites know who
their sabbatical officers are, it should
help to integrate them. all together."

I

ustings for the DITSU elections
took place across DIT for a week
this February. The events could
hardly be described a success as the student body present were frustratingly
inattentive and otherwise occupied.
The problems continued throughout
the week of hustings as candidates were
forced again and again to shout over
loudly chatting students in the social
areas of the different sites. Lunch time
in the Snackery is no match for a single
person with an inadequate mic.
It's a pity, because candidates had
many valid points. Martin Dunne, the
current Vice President (Academic &
Student Affairs), spoke of his experience and claimed "I'm not giving promises, I'm giving guarantees!" He is also
campaigning for a "fully functional"
class rep system, "open offices" and the
end of payingfor past papers.
Alastair Graham feels his many tattoos and piercings make him a recognisable face among students and his
campaign is based on doing what he is
asked to. He even promises to get a
DITSU logo tattooed on his leg if
elected.
Rebecca O'Neill promised to champion DIT's cause at a national level and
is detennined to get the students voting,
highlighting the fact that last time round
only 2,100 of the 22,000 students cast a
ballot. She also vowed to get more
funding from USI.
The lone candidate for Vice President
(Academic & Student Affairs), Tracy
Flinter, said that she would help make
students aware of their rights regarding
accommodation and grants. Better student welfare for international students
was identified as an important part of
her campaign.
Ciaran Curtis, Johnny Moran, Brid
Hughes and Dennot Julian all presented
their cases in the race for Vice President
(Services & Trading). Each are looking
to improv ~ the student atmosphere
across campus. Improved participation
in clubs and societies was another goal
shared by all the candidates, with the introduction of "accreditation for participation".
In the Kevin Street questions and answers session, there were a few students
aware of what was going on. The USI's
involvement in DITSU, Kevin Streets'
toilet facilities and EU students were
key points raised.
The RAG Trip was a hot topic for the
Service & Trading candidates with Brid
Hughes possibly losing support when
she stated that she would not bring it
back but then quickly announcing she
would start a new trip in a similar vein.
If the majority of students there heard,
they didn't show it.
With such vibrant, innovative ideas it
was a shame that these candidates were
1~~ly igno~. An attempt at establishing a question and answer session
at the A~er Street event proved fruitless, which no doubt proved disheartening for the candidates.
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By Rachel Faulkner
IT's application for university
designation is now fully underway, following a statement
in December from the Department of
Education. The college is hoping to
be officially recognised as a university in the eyes of the state and aims
to join the ranks of other leading institutions in the capital such as UCD
and DCU.
The move comes almost ten years
after DIT made its initial application
in 1997, which was later turned
down. A specially appointed review
group at the time stated that DIT was
on "a fIrm and clear trajectory leading, at a future time, to university status."
Since then, the college has met a
number ofrecommendations laid out
by the review group, designed to
bring it in line with university levels.
The latest application follows a recent report on Waterford IT (WIT)
assessing its eligibility for university
status. The report, which does not reveal whether the decision has been
made yet, features a section on DIT's
previous application and the criteria
used at the time.
Brian Gormley, head of DIT Campus Life, says this is an unfair comparison: "The worrying aspect is that
she (the Minister for Education and

D

Science,
Mary
HanafIn) seems to
have linked in her
own head the WIT
application and the
DIT application,
and the grounds for

Aoife Ni Ghlaicin-Riain

lectrical Engineering apprentices in Kevin Street, who went
Head of Campus Life, Brlan GOrmley (left) and Professor Brlan
without student cards for fIve
Norton, President of 011, cal for university designation
out of their 13 week course, fmally
application
are
arts and media, science and engi-I received their cards early this month.
completely different. WIT's applica- neering, business and law, tourism
For those fIve weeks they were untion is based on a regional develop- and food, technology and the envi- able to use the Health Centre or Liment argument. Our application is ronment.
brary services, or apply for Student
based on merit," said Gormley,
"In most countries, the term "uni- Travel Cards.
adding that "DIT is ranked higher versity" would be the only accurate
Martin Dunne, Vice President of
than several of the Irish Universities
description of the institution DIT has Academic and Student Affairs, led
in the world university rankings."
become," Norton said, adding that the successful campaign to get these
DIT now teaches up to PhD level, other distinguished ITs such as the students their cards, which would
meaning it holds the same awarding Massachusetts Institute of TeChnOl-\ otherwise not have been issued until
powers as a university.
ogy and the renowned Indian Insti- the end of February.
It plans to relocate to a new site in tutes of Technology are represented
"We used our full repertoire to get
Grangegorman which spans across internationally as universities.
this resolved", he told DIT News.
29 hectares. The new campus will
University designation would "We talked to the students union, to
unite staff and students from the 39 mean better recognition for the col- Mick Oevereaux in the Faculty of
locations across the city into one cen- lege on an international level and Science and to the registration office,
tral location and will be Ireland's broaden the scope for collaboration I and, fInally, it has been resolved."
biggest higher education campus with other universities worldwide.
"Insurance was a big i sue we
upon its completion in 2011.
r h' raised," said Dunne, "There was a
In a recent letter to The Irish Times,
Speaking to DIT News ear ler t IS
week Andy Doyle, president of question as to whether these students
President of DIT, Professor Brian DITSU said: "The USI and the Euro- should be allowed on campus for
Norton, explained the reasons for el- pean University Association are health and safety rea ons."
igibility. He said that more than happy to recognise us as a university,
He tells us that Or Frank McMa21,000 full- and part-time students which we already are de facto. I am hon, Director of Academic Affairs,
are currently enrolled at OIT, from confIdent that university designation assured him that the students were
apprenticeship to doctoral level, on will happen eventually."
covered.
career-focused programmes in the
There were various issues within
the Registration and Human Resource departments, but the main
problem was an industrial relations
issue that caused a huge backlog in
registrations this semester.
Many other students faced slight
registration delays back in September, but these students were without
cards for over one third of the duration
of their course.
There will only be two grant ers will be given to awarding bodies
The
course, which began in early
to
allow
them
to
pursue
fraudulent
classes, tuition and maintenance,
under the new system. Students must claims and punish those who made January, is split between the Faculties of Engineering and Science.
be studying in the State for three of them.
Their lectures are based in Kevin
DITSU President Andy Doyle had
fIve years if they are to be eligible for
Street,
so this is where they needed
mixed feelings about the Student
a maintenance grant.
to
register
even though the Faculty of
Applicants will be classifIed as in- Support Bill. "It's a start, but we:ve
Engineering
is in Bolton Street.
still
a
long
way
to
go.
The
pohcy
dependent or mature students and elFree use of the college services is
igibility will be determined by needs to be implemented yet and the
something many of us take for
examining an applicant's income central body needs to be set up.
"It's great for students because it's granted.
limits, reckonable income and previous academic attainment, amongst the fIrst step in reforming the grants ' "One student had to be issued a letprocess. Any development in this ter allowing him access to the Medother factors.
The appeals board will be more area is positive, but a lot ofleeway is ical Centre." Dunne told us. "Now,
transparent so students will under- still given to the awarding body, so with his card, he is able to use it
stand better why they have failed or this will need to be sorted out."
whenever he needs to."
succeeded with an appeal. New pow-

I

New grants bill to cut the red tape but SU
say more reform is needed
By Eric Fitzgerald
he long awaited Student Support Bill has fmally been published.
The bill seeks to end the frustrations felt by many students over the
inefficiency of the current grant system. The present scheme is confusing, open to abuse and is presided
over by too many agencies.
Under this new legislation, authority for grants will be transferred to
VECs. Application, processing and
payment systems will be reformed so
as to make them easier to use.
VECs will be periodically inspected to make sure that they are adhering to the terms ofthe legislation.
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By Seamus O'Neill
nother Valentine's Day came
and went. A celebratory day
for couples, with many giving their loved one a card, some
roses, chocolates or maybe even a
proposal?
Unfortunately for some, Valentine's Day is not the celebration they
would like or hope it to be. For many
same sex couples, Valentine's Day is
another example of how their relationships are unfairly treated in the
eyes of the Irish law.
March is going to be a very important time in the lives of gay people
and couples all over Ireland. They
will get one step closer to being
treated like any other couple and less
like second class citizens.

A

This month is expected to see the
Government introduce the heads ofa
Bill for civil unions.
Once this legislation is introducted
it is hoped that a Bill will be passed
within a year, so perhaps gay couples
might be popping the question next
Valentines Day.
Bertie Ahern received a lot of love
on Valentines Day when a six-foot
Valentines card was delivered to Leinster House. The card bore the slogan 'BErtie MY VALENTINE'.
The group who delivered the card,
LOBT Noise, filled it with 1,000
messages from gay people and supporters urging the government to reciprocate the love and grant civil
mamage.

Although Bertie or any other TO or
minister was unable to personally receive the card, it was taken into Leinster House by a member of staff.
Edward Matthews, who is an organiser with LGBT Noise, commented on the lack of appearance by
Bertie or anyone else saying, "the
people we elect to represent us could
not come to meet us. This speaks volumes."
Judging by the comments of DIT
students, it seems they would be in
favour of gay marriage in Ireland.
It remains to be seen whether their
voices will be echoed by the government in what is a very important
month and year in the fight for gay
civil marriage.

Ireland's first
ever fashion
buying course

Kevin St exam cheat: you couldn't make it up
A Boards.ie post shows the best reason to bring water into an exam...
By Louise Tierney
e've all done it... sat staring
at the clock in a particularly
dismal exam coming up
with brilliant, never before considered ways of cheating our way out of
the repeat in August.
For most of us these thoughts are
as close as we get to cheating, obviously because we are too honest as
students, or in most cases because we
don't actually have the balls to attempt it.
There are those amongst us however, who are desperate/brave
enough to endeavour to cheat the
stringent DIT examination system.
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A recent posting on boards.ie describes the series of events that occurred when a student got caught
trying to cheat in the Kevin Street
Exams at Christmas:
The student in question was refreshing his memory with ome
cheat notes hidden behind his calculator, when he was noticed by a
particularly astute examiner.
The series of events that foUowed
are both inconceivable and hilarious in equal measure.
The examiner stormed over demanding to see the unfortunate
student's calculator. She doesn't

wait for any explanation and attempts a quick grab.
Ireland'S first-ever Diploma in FashHe matches her deftness and also
ion Buying and Management
reaches for it. They wrestle for a
started in DIT on February 1st.
.
bit. He rapidly puBs the notes out
This exciting and innovative proof the calculator.
gramme will provide an essential route
He stuffs the paper into a tiny of s~dy. for thos~ interested .in sucbaD. He de troy the evidence by I ceeding m the busmess of fashion.
stuffing it into his mouth.
,Pro~eManager and
gradHe then washes it down with a , uate, Lowse Conlon says . Thi~ new
drop of water.
I ~stgraduate pro~e WIll be mtenH mil
slve and energetic. Students will unS:esdoe:,t.
dertake a ~ob placement, working with
I top class mdustry experts. They will
.
' also travel to international fashion
DIT - What we lack ~ c:ffort ~d I weeks to gain an understanding of the
honesty, we make up for m mgenwty operational aspects of the business of
and speed.
fashion buying."

pn:
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Safe sex
now
cheaper for
students

.Be~lise this? We re told it's a smoking belter;.S8L1C11•
. •ftisfM~Ultte,nptsto shed light on the confusioit

After years of lobbying from the Union
of Students in Ireland (USI) and the
Crisis Pregnancy Agency, the
Government have decided the price of
condoms is to be reduced.
Seamus O'Neill reports
inance Minister Brian
Cowen made the announcement under the
Finance Bill, which will see
the VAT on condoms being
reduced from 21 % to 13.5%.
This will mean the price of a
12 pack of condoms will be
reduced from €13.20 to
€12.40, while a three pack of
condoms will go from €4.20
to €3.94
The announcement came
just ahead of Sexual Health
Awareness and Guidance
(SHAG) Week, which took
place in colleges all over the
country from the 11th - 15th
February. This week was organised by both the USI and
the Crisis Pregnancy Agency,
with the main focus on educating students about safer
sex. SHAG packs were distributed around campus in
February.
By Brian Sargeant
President of the USI,
Hamidreza Khodabakhshi,
said, "condoms have always
been overpriced in Ireland.
This has meant a practical remore experienced there, but eagerly later that morning to striction on their availability
the feeling of arriving on one's collect our equipment and em- I for young people, the age
fIrst DIT ski trip is almost in- bark on our first day's antics.
category statistically most at
All would agree that there is risk from STIs." Hamidreza
describable.
With a social programme nothing more refreshing than a
that included the likes of Bar day on the pistes, particularly I believes "reducing VAT on
Crawl, Caribbean Night, Golf in the subzero temperatures of condoms to 13.5 % will cut
the STI rate."
Pros and Tennis Hos, Super- Val Thorens.
Ideally the USI would like
heros Night, Mountain Fondue
Some of the more adventurand Back to School, it was no ous of the group located the I to see the VAT on condoms
wonder people were strug- snow park where our resident and all other forms of contragling to unload the bus, with snowboarding stunt specialist ceptives reduced to 5%.
most people having packed Sinead tried her speciality:
A recent study of sexual
more costumes than ski wear! move - "The 900 degree I health and relationships in
With access to the most ex- Wixty Wrist Wrencher" - and Ireland found that one in five
tensive and rather arrogant ski duely landed on a local hOSPi-,
people between the ages of
area in Europe (even better tal bed.
All and all, it was a tremen- 18 - 24 thought the cost of
than Kilteman), everybody
had a quiet first night, leaving dous trip and we all eagerly condoms would discourage
their use of them.
the clubs at 4am, and awoke await Ski Trip 2009.
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Biggest ever
DIT Ski
trip hits
Val Thorensl

n January 26 the DIT
Ski Club departed
Dublin Airport for their
biggest ever annual trip to Val
Thorens, with college at the
back of our minds.
The ski trip has grown over
the last number of years with
65 revellers in 2006 and then
83 in 2007, to a colossal 121
snow hungry students in 2008.
Approaching Val Thorens,
the highest ski resort in Europe, the travelling party
looked on in awe at the snow
capped peaks and pistes ofLes
Three Valleys, and anticipated
the ludicrous week ahead of
them.
It was great to be one of the

O
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In a statement from the director of the Crisis Pregnancy Agency, Caroline
Spillane, said she welcomed
the decision to reduce the
VAT on condoms. "Condoms
are the most popular method
of contraception and they are
one of the best forms of protection against STIs. While
the reduction in cost to the
consumer is not large, it will
have an impact on the purse
of the low-waged and
younger person who report
that cost is an issue for
them."
With condoms in Ireland
among the most expensive in
Europe and not available
under the medical card
scheme, the reduction in VAT
and subsequent drop in price
has been welcomed by most
people.
However, not surprisingly,
there is one group who oppose the change. Martin
Long, who is Director of the
Catholic Communication Office, stated that the church
was very much against the
action taken by the Minister
for Finance. In a statement he
outlined the church's views.
"The Church's teaching is
clear: within the sacrament
of marriage, the use of condoms as contraceptives is
wrong, though there may be
mitigating circumstances.
"Outside of marriage, the
use of condoms encourages
sexual activity, which is always gravely sinful. This decision sends the wrong signal
to our young people as the
promotion of condoms promotes promiscuity."
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ELECTION:

What's it all about?

irst thing's first; what's this cratic process around - all this
whole malarkey all about, from the party which managed to
anyway? Basically, every spawn George W Bush.
Each state holds a caucus and a
man and his dog who'd like to be
President announce their intention ballot, though some have one and
not the other for reasons which I
to run.
But, because the United States shall not divulge here. The results
operates a two-party, one-candi- are then totted up and one candidate system, there needs to be date from each party is declared
some way of filtering out the the winner.
The winning candidates are alchancers from those who are actually serious about the whole af- located the fattest slice of the
fair.
number of delegates on offer.
The ordinary voters have the ul- They'll attend their respective
timate say as to who will represent party's national conference after
their party in the final election.
all this primary hoo-hah is over.
However, each state is weighted
The Democrats are quite oldfashioned about the process and i.e. some states send more delego about it by means of a caucus. gates than others. For example,
A caucus entails entering a room California is worth around 370
with a crowd of people and liter- delegates, while Delware is only
ally standing in the corner of your worth 15.
Party rules declare that candipreferred candidate.
dates
must have amassed a certain
You couldn't make it up. But,
of delegates before they
number
then again, they're dealing with
can
officially
be named as their
Americans, so instructions and
procedures have to be as simple as party's presidential nominee. The
Democrats require prospective
possible.
The Republicans, however, go presidents to have 2,025 deleabout it in a different, more tradi- gates, with the Republicans detional fashion with a secret ballot. manding 1,191.
Now that the process is out of
The cornerstone of democracy,
the secret ballot is fair, measured, the way, it's time to take a look at
trustworthy and the most demo- the faces on those ballot pa-
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pers/room corners.
The only two candidates worth
considering for the Democratic
Party currently are Hillary Rodham Clinton, wife of Bill Clinton,
famous for his inability to keep
his mickey in his trousers, and
Barack Obama.
Hillary Clinton was initially
tipped to sail through this campaign without much difficulty.
However, the Clinton cruiser
seems to have run aground as of
late, with commentators claiming
that she doesn't show enough
emotion and that voters can't relate to her.
Many conservative voters have
shied away from her due to the illfounded criticism that "no woman
could be president!" Tar and
feathers at the ready, girls.
One thing that cannot be denied
about Clinton, however, is that she
has years of political experience,
both as Senator of New York and
as First Lady during her husband's
two reigns as President.
This is something which Obama
lacks, but the man is a powerful
orator, and he's been sweeping the
latest batch of primaries.
Not to mention that he has black
roots (his father is Kenyan), Mus-

lim roots (his middle name is Hussein), white roots (his mother is
American) and Irish roots (his
great-great grandfather took a piss
in a pub in Offaly once.)
The only candidate worth discussing for the Republicans is
John McCain. He's currently running away with it in terms of delegates, but would he be a credible
president?
On the plus side, he's in favour
of helping illegal immigrants legalise, and no Republican president could possibly be worse than
Dubya.
However, this is the man who
said he would continue the Iraq
War for 100 years ifnecessary, not
to mention his age.
With 72 years behind him,
would he be able for the stress of
the Presidency?
Sit back, relax and grab some
popcorn, as the greatest political
spectacle in the world rolls on.
Pick a side - it's more fun that
way.
When the dust is settled, the
most powerful nation in the world
will either have its first female
president, its first black president
or a very old man. No doubt the
suspense is killing you.
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Turkey
to Serbia:
afowl
decision?

This month:

Angry
Valentine's day

By Seamus O'Neill
orget Irish troops in Chad, Bertie and the
Mahon Tribunal and Obarna and Clinton.
The biggest news story since Watergate
is that Dustin the Turkey is going to Serbia.
Yes, Dustin is being extradited to Belgrade
on the grounds of crimes against music. The
Irish public have voted to send Dustin to Belgrade to inflict his musical masterpiece on the
greater European audience in the Eurovision
Song Contest in May.
Dustin will represent Ireland in the world's
largest music contest and perform in front of
hundreds of millions of viewers worldwide.
Many are delighted we are sending our
feathered friend to represent us, while others
think it is a joke and makes a mockery of the
contest. Dana, Ireland's first Eurovision winner back in 1970, called it a "foul decision"
and said Ireland should pull out of the contest
next year.
Dustin's song, Irlande Douze Pointe, has
been greeted with as many boos as it has
cheers. The story has gone global, with the
UK, Spain and Australia covering the story.
Geeks of the Eurovision, sorry I mean fans,
have also been vocal of their opinion of the
song and performer on many of the Eurovision
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By Eric Fitzgerald
dedicated websites.
People seem to be missing the point that it is
all a joke. The song is a parody of the contest
and everything that goes with it.
And it's not like we have not sent turkeys to
represent us in the past; Gary O'Shaughnessy,
Earnonn Toal names no doubt you are familiar with!
'
The amusing thing about this whole charade
is that Dustin might actually be one of the
more successful acts in this year's Eurovision..
He already has several number one singles and !
albums under his wing.
It remains to be seen if Dustin, whom most
of us have grown up with, and his song can
transcend borders and cultures or whether it
will be lost in translation.
Performing in the first Eurovision semi-final
on May 20th, Dustin is up against Europop
from Andorra, a jazz number from Moldova, a
ballad from Poland, as well as offerings from
new entrants Azerbaijan and San Marino.

Lousy Lent...
000

the feverish ramblings of a sugar-starved faster

By Fergal Reid
h' Lent... That wonderful self-imposed
purgatory of denial that the virtuous and
diet conscious among us undergo for weeks
in the spring of every year.
Sitting here as I am in the Aungier St canteen,
my location has gotten me especially curious about
this ritual.
Seeing as I have been suffering from an unusually low blood sugar/sweets level since the beginning of Lent, here's hoping that I don't lose
consciousness and suddenly pitch involuntarily
forward into the keyboard of my laptop in the middle of this waffling twaddle ...
Let's begin!
Whereas in the days ofyore, Lent was a time for
fasting (not too difficult to achieve when there's
frequent famine and plague), nowadays it allows
for a last-ditch attempt to regain the lofty moral
heights of those recently disregarded New Year's
Resolutions and help us look like less of a washing
line when wearing white.
Naturally, though, there is still temptation, as
anyone who has ever had to face the battery of
chocolate bars at newsagent tills or the evil cack-
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ling of less spirituallhungry friends can attest.
Indeed, the sacrifices that Our Lord™ made can
be easily understood by those who go beyond the
nonnal "no Crunchies on a Wednesday" standard
that we usually follow.
Two years ago I went without alcohol for the entirety of Lent. Jesus was promised by Satan that
world would be his during his time in the wilderness; I was promised that my drinks would be
spiked. That is at least a draw.
Deluded self-aggrandising aside (and what else
is a newspaper column for?), my point is ... Actually I have no point. Apart from the fact that I am
really hungry and the next girl to say she is only off
certain types of chocolate is getting a smack.
There is a place in heaven reserved for the good
Christians amongst us who survive Lent without
white refined sugar. It has chocolate towns and
gummy bear forests; a beer waterfall and rainbows
everywhere, hanging like diabetic seagulls in a
strawberry shortcake-coloured sky.
That is to say, those are the feverish visions that
my sugar junkie mind has been filled with of late.
It's the least we deserve.

The month of February has traditionally been
characterised by two things. The first of
these is the fact that, for some unknown reason, the month doesn't have the full compliment
of30 to 31 days. Maybe the composer of the Gregorian .calander succ.umbed to a temporary bout of
dysleXia w~en .draw1Og up February and forgot to
correct theIr n:u stake.
.
.
T~e second IS the m?st dlsgust1Og, lamentable of
h~hdays, the one w:hlch m~es co~pl,es coo and
s10gles run for the hills, Ma, Valent10e s Day.

If ever a review of holidays and celebrations was
held, I'd be championing the abolition ofthis Hallmark holiday. There is no sight more loathsome
than the student cafeteria decorated with bunting
and banners wishing a "Happy Valentine's Day!".
It's enough to make you want to vomit into your
goulash - not that anyone would notice the difference.
What sick puppy argued for the inclusion of a
holiday that, realistically, is the Nelson Muntz of
all celebrations? It is literally one giant finger
pointed at !he face of single people everywhere,
coupled WIth a deep, booming voice chortling
"Haw haw!", presumably emanating from that
butch looking girl who would't even consider you
as a last resort.
I'm sure it's wonderful if you're part of one of
those many smug couples who just seem to multiply in number on February 14th. Or is it?
Isn't it just one long day ofeffort and hassle? The
booking of a restaurant, the tear-filled argument
upon the realisation that you forgot to book the
r~s~urant, the thinking up of fresh excuses, the
I plec10g toget.her. of your clothes as you find their
charred rema10s m the ashes of a big fire she's built
as vengeance?
Take my advice; lock the doors, close the curtains, throw on any film that's not a romantic comedy, and that box of chocolates you were going to
give to that special someone? Screw them, you're
going to need something for that film you're sitting down to watch!
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G&SHAG

o mark DIT'S RAG Week
2008, newly crowned Miss
DIT, Kerri Ingrim Walpole and
members ofthe DIT SU urged all students to '''Be a hero" for just one day
and help raise much needed funds for
DEBRA Ireland.
DEBRA Ireland is a national charity set up to raise awareness of and
offer support to patients and families
affected by the rare skin condition,
Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB). This is
a very painful disorder which ('Ruses
the skin layers and internal boay linings to separate and blister at the
slightest touch. Fundraising and donations are vital so that DEBRA Ireland can fund services and research
for patients and families with EB.
Last week, DIT students were reminded ofthe real reasons for RAGRaising and Giving. SU President
Andy Doyle said: "It is great to see
so ~y students enthusiastic about
raising money for charity while having fun along the way. I am glad that
they have embraced the real reason
for RAG Week and I hope we raise
lots of money for this very worthy
charity."
For more information contact Niamh
at niamh.h(k dcbrairealand.org

Thisyear'ssuperhero
theme was bigg
d
better than eve a DIT
got in to the p~ p.
for DEBRA IrelaDd

By Stewart Flood (Team Captain)
he annual Karate Intervarsities, hosted this year
by Queen's University Belfast, were held on February 16th 2008.
With over 30 colleges eligible to attend, the Karate
Intervarsities is always a fiercely competitive event.
There are over twenty categories, including Individual
and Team Kata (Forms) and Kumite (Sparring).
As in 2007 there were two styles of Kumite, WKFRules and Shobu Ippon. DIT Shotokan finished second
in the overall standings, being beaten only by University of Ulster.
The day began with Junior Kata events where DIT
Shotokan got 2nd place in the Team Kata. The same
Kata team were later to win team Kata event in a higher
category.
Susie Harris also secured 3rd place in Beginner's Individual Kata and 3rd place in Beginner's Individual
Kumite. The DIT girls also came 3rd in the Intermediate Team Kumite competition.
Our Intermediate Men's Team (Sun Zyang, Dan Hetherington and Marcus Fitzsimons) was particularly
strong this year and made a clean sweep in the Kata
event, winning both the Team Kata and getting 1st, 2nd
and 3rd respectively in the Individual event.
As always the DIT Shotokan Senior Men's Team
proved worthy competitors and were only beaten by the
narrowest ofmargins in the final ofthe Men's Team Kumite.
Club captain Stewart Flood also came 3rd in the Individual Shobu Ippon Kumite category, while Alex
Barker-Singh came 3rd in the Individual WKF-Rules
Kumite and 2nd in the Individual Senior Men's Kata.
Congratulations to everyone involved in making the trip
such a success.
The award for best club member of the day goes to
Sun Zyang, who won Gold in Individual and Team Kata
and Silver and Bronze medals in the Team Kumite. Sun
also stepped up to replace an injured member ofthe DIT
Senior Kumite team and performed as always to the
highest standard.

DIT students
head to Malawi

6th March (fV8PM In The Palace CJlllden St
Come along and test your knowledge of your
faVOUrite shows and movies' Table - (20. Illax four
per table Tickets on the door
Questions contact Marla on 0877729589

to the brand new Italian Soc

en DTT students will jet offto Malawi
in Africa for two weeks this Paddy's
Day to help the "Wells for Zoe" charity with its work there.
The six guys and four girls will work to
provide wells for clean drinking water and
improve school facilities in Malawi.
Check out their fundraiser event in Zanzibar tonight, March 5th.

inally a little Italian culture has come to DIT!
The new society is seeking everyone who has
an interest in all things Italian. We will explore
Italy through regular showings offilrns as well as by
tasting REAL Italian food, both on campus and
through evenings out.
But there's so much more than that! Wouldn't you
like to know some of the secrets behind the worldrenown sophi~ticiltion of Italian design - in fashion,
art, cars, architecture ... so do we! Ferrari, Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Versace, there is something for
everyone!
If you're interested in getting involved in
thinking up cool things to do and making them happen, then get in touch! The events will be in English,
so language won't be a barrier, but there will of
course be time to pick up a word or two!
(t lit Il (
"
a ()( .tlif.ieortext0851093212
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bigger and better
than ever
By Aoife Ni Glacken-Riain
Among other challenges, contestants will be
his year
Seach- judged on lovely. tea-making, lovely laughing,
tain na and lovely walkmg abilities. All entrants re..._ ......................_""""''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''',."",J Gaeilge
is ceive a spot-prize and the top prize promise to
kind of a big deal. It will run for a whole fort- be impressive.
night, from the 3rd of March right up until St.
For the duration of the two weeks there will
Paddy's Day, with our very own Cumann be a micro-Gaeltacht set up m Aungier Street.
Gaelach organising DIT's main festivities.
For all those who may be interested in a bit of
We're all aware of the controversy, corrup- oral practice, look for the green table!
tion and shady dealings that surrounded the
There will a~so be a Toraiocht Taisce (treaMiss DIT pageant. As an answer to that, the sure hunt), which proved very popular in past
Cumann Gaelach are presenting the DIT years, as well as a table quiz with Easter Eggs
Lovely Girls Competition. Inspired by Father and other fabulous prizes up for grabs.
Ted, it's just a bit of fun with no over-the-top
pagentry. The search is on for a good auld- For more information check out the
fashioned, wholesome, lovely cailin to take posters or have a gawk at:
home the crown.
cumann-gaelach.bebo.com
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DIT drama

own date

fest·val!
By Aisling O'Sullivan

The as ·0 istas have been
busy this year, planning the
bes eve s o , pI s events
ike e iss DIT c mpetitio . He e'
I the latest!

o what's been happening with the
show this term? First up is the
change of date - the show will
now be on April 9th in the same venue,
Vicar Street.
We have also settled on the theme for
the show "Pure Imagination" - inspired by Charlie and the Chocolate
factory. (No Oompa Loompas!)
The Miss DIT event took place in
Sin on February 13th; it was a great
success and congratulations to the winner Kerri Ingrim Walpole who will go
on to represent DIT in the Miss University fmials. Also congratulations to
Stephen Maloney who won the first Mr
DIT competition. He wooed the crowd
in this Valentine themed boxers and
oiled-up body! The night was great fun
and we look forward to it becoming an
annual event. Check out our Bebo page

. ebo.co I itf

Capital D production also followed
one of our models Eliza around for the
day or her preparation for the event.
The show will be airing a few weeks
before the fashion show, keep your
eyes on our website for date and time.
The stylish new fully-branded Toyota Aygo for the Fashion Soc committee has arrived and can be seen
spinning around town. Give us a beep,
if you spot us!
A team of 10 Fashion Soc committee
members will be jumping out of a
plane in aid of Teen-Line, in on 6th
March in Sky Dive Ireland's base in Co
Tipperary. Good luck to the girls and
many thanks for the extra funds raised
for Teen-Line.
The DIT Toyota Student Design
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for photos:

....
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Award first rounds are on the 25th of
March in a venue to be confirmed. We
has a great level of entrants, and the
judges will have hard job cutting them
down. The panel consists of Mattie
Doody (Fashion Designer), Sarah Mc
Donnell (Editor of The Gloss magazine), Kate Nolan (Director of the Loft
Market and owner of Fable clothing)
and Avril Smith (Winner of 2006 Student Design Award and currently a
buyer for A-wear)
If anyone is interested in getting involved in the show please, drop us a
mail:
I .
Our new website is fully active so
check it out for all up and coming
news:
(Jllla·ml·on\nC," . rOIll

hio
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orget the Jameson Festival, Cannes
and Sundance, now it's time for us to
parade our up-and-coming stars in
the annual DIT drama festival.
Who RealIy Runs the Students' Union?
is described as a comedy drama by writer
and director Bryan Leonard. It folIows the
lives of three final year students alI experiencing regrets. They are soon forced to
face their inner demons when a 'higher
being' takes over their day dreams and
makes them deal with these regrets.
Listen, by Eric Fitzgerald is a play
which explores the manner of human relationships. This is a thought-provoking
play that is sure not to disappoint.
Caoilin Ratferty brings us Portia Coughlan, a woman trying to survive life without her beloved twin brother who died 15
years ago.
Fiachra Duffy directs Lettice and Lovage, for Mountjoy Square and Bolton
Street. This a modem British comedy written by Peter Shatfer about a Shakespeare
enthusiast, who serves briefly but inventively as a tour guide to Fustian House, one
of Britain's dulIer National Trust Estates.
Dangerous Liasons, directed by Kevin
Street's Daniel King is an adaptation ofthe
book Les Liaisons Dangereuses by Pierre
Choderlos de Laclos. A play about seduction, manipulation, lies and deceit, it is the
story of the Marquise de Merteuil and the
Vicomte de Valmont, two wealthy and
powerful conspirators who use sex as a
weapon to humiliate and degrade others.
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J.P 0' Malley spends a day in the life of ew York City
and finds some wonderlul alternative sights

, ,No man is an island entire of itself' wrote the famous English
poet John Donne many years
ago. On 7th Avenue and 23rd Street I
clutch my map a little bewildered and
confused as I try to make my way
back to my lodgings at the Chelsea
Hotel. "Excuse me sir, can I help you
find your way?", a middle aged lady
stepping off the packed rush hour
.
subway inquires.
I tell her I think. I may be lost; "Oh
it's just up there to the right, ~oy the
rest of you stay in· M",uan

sweetie, you take care now".
Walking up the grey, dilapidated
steps of the subway, I somehow feel
a great sense of community still exists in the heart ofthe madding crowd
in the world's busiest metropolis.
As smoke billows up from the
brown subway sewers and yellow
taxis beep their homs on the wide
congested avenues and streets, I decide to take a short rest back at my
hotel.
The Chelsea Hotel was once a
haven for bohemians and beatniks in
the 50s and 60s, when Manhattan
was famous for its musicians, writers
and artists, not cheap commodified
outlet stores and consumer utopianism. These days, the Chelsea is
more of a novelty for pretentious
tourists like myself than an intellectual meeting point for the elite of the
latest subculture.
There are still many artists in residence. If you sit long enough in the
lobby, you can chat away to them, as
they tell you how they partied with
Dylan and Cohen back in the day,
even though you don't believe them.
Taking a walk up to room 819
where William Burroughs penned the
famous novel Naked Lunch, the
smell of marijuana drifts through the
air, I get the feeling that someone is
in there trying to complete the sequel.
Trying to strike a balance of enjoying the sights of Manhattan by day
and socialising into the small hours
of the morning can be a tough exercise, but a worthwhile experience
none the less.
setting your alarm before eleven is
a gpldCA rule, allowin, you to rise

just in time for a late New York
breakfast. This will set you up nicely
for the day. Eggs, sausage, bacon,
hash browns, fried potatoes, pancakes, syrup, fries, coffee - and that's
just a small portion. Make it another
juice as well.
Not only is the food excessive and
enjoyable, but so too are the wonderful background conversations you get
to eavesdrop on while you casually
tuck into brunch. New Yorkers have
conversations over breakfast that you
would hear in Ireland after closing
time: "That's why I told him, my
therapist says I should just leave for
good; I really don't know how I
feel."
Although the subway is the most
efficient way to get around the city,
walking is the most rewarding experience. While making my way towards Little Italy and China Town, I
found myself browsing through old
45s in a record shop in Soho and
bumping into another museum of
modem art. "Testimony to War: Art
from the Battlegrounds of Iraq" was
an intriguing, interesting exhibition
in the Visual Arts Museum.
The exhibition was a collection of
photographs and portraits from five
emerging artists who have served
time in Iraq. The images are harrowing and disturbing but give a clear cut
message of the reality of this war.
Walking further downtown to the
ethnic quarters, I witnessed the festivities ofthe Chinese New Year with
the crowds of people letting off fire
crackers and playing music on the
streets. A relaxing cup of coffee in a
~et Italian cafe recharges the bat-

teries after participating in the New
Years celebrations..
The subway ride out to Coney Island takes an hour, with the view
consisting of houses, more houses
and large graveyards that seem to go
on for miles. As soon as I step offthe
subway station I notice how deserted
the streets are. I walk to the beach
and ramble down the decaying promenade.
A homeless man shouts at me and
begs for money from afar as the seagulls take their place on the other wise
empty beach. "Shoot the freak" reads
a sign from the closed carnival, a
rusty chain and lock bordering up the
fence where an abandoned big wheel
and roller coaster lie idle.
In the early part ofthe 20th century
people came here for romantic walks
and family day trips. All that's left
now is a population left in decaying
public housing projects and memories of better times.
As the sun sets over Coney Island I
step back on to the subway. I arrive
back into the city to catch a glimpse
ofThe Jack Kerouac exhibition in the
New York Public Library. Inside is
the original scroll of Kerouac's masterpiece On The Road in its entirety.
The complete original manuscript
was written in just over three weeks
on one piece of paper.
I skim over various lines of the
manuscript and fmd a poignant line
that it is a fitting tribute to the city
that never sleeps:" ew York gets
god-awful cold in the winter but
there's a feeling of wacky comradeship somewhere in some streets".

If you don't know what social networking is, then you're in the
minority. Angharad \V'illiams talks to one DIT graduate who
is taking on the powerhouses ofthe game with his own very
Irish challenger, Nimble.ie.
ocial networking was once the virtual. playground ofstudents, but in recent years it has.
become a phenomenon all over the world
and members vary from office workas to h0usewives. New specialist sites are hiaing the IMIht 10
satisfy the needs of users.
Social networking has a few things in its favour
- virtual interaction is a lot cheaper than a night in
the pub; you can keep tabs on friends home and
abroad, check out that hot girVguy you met at a
party or see what your ex is up to. 1bese days it's
becoming more common to ask for a profile name
rather than a phone number.
So isn't it time Ireland has its own social network site? Nimble.ie is here to fill the gap in the
market and it's the brainchild of one DIT graduate.
Per Jaoobssoo developed his idea for an Irish s0cial networking website while he was a stndent . ,
DIT. Originally from Sweden, he came to Ireland
in 2001 to visit friends who were spending a year
in Dublin. He decided to stay and registen:d to
study a masters in Business &; Eutaepwewsbip.
"I come from a technology background," he said,
"but I wanted to study business and there are only

a few masters you can do if you have a different
background so I chose the course in DIT."
Pe.- said what he learnt on the course was helpful when setting up his business: "Through the
masters I got to develop my business plan which I
used when setting up the site. It's a great course
for someone who doesn't have a business background but is interested in entIepteneurship."
Per graduated in 2006 and decided to take his
idea of a new social networking site and make it a
reality. "Social networking sites have been a part
of my growing up," he said, "and as I used them I
picked up ideas on how to make them better."
The company behind Nimble was set up in early
2007 but since the website was redesigned in September 2007 with new feamres and a new look. So
far, it has attracted over 100,000 members. Per describes Nimble as "a new fun, exciting website for
young Ireland. It's something for Irish people to
be proud of. We offer a lot more fun things that
you won't see on odx:r social Udwoiking websites,
such as who has visited your site and the ability to
edit the way your profile looks."
The site has attracted a predomiDantly Irisb
membership, with most users between the ages of

16 and 24. The average age is 20 and 65 per cent
ofthe users are female. Monday is the busiest day
for new registrations. Per puts this down to people
getting over the Monday blues and reminiscing
about their weekend.
However, social networlcing has its critics. Per is
of the opinion that social networlcing is an addition to the way people communicate; "I don't think
it replaces communication, I think it enhances it I
think you don't always have something substantial
enough to say so you don't pick up the phone,
whereas if you log in everyday you can see what
people are up to."
In the future, Nimble is set to expand and develop the features available to members. "We're
working on the profiles being more like a personal
website," said Per.
"We're looking to expand the site a lot this year
and we are building our team. We're currently
looking for marketing, sales and technology staff.
We're still pretty small but we're growing."

w .nimble.ie
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dedicated to
k epingDIT
ou're a modem student. You've just fInished
your beverage in Java City and want to recycle the cup but the bin says ''No coffee cups".
Why? Because, says Pierce Beasley, DIT's Recycling Officer, the beastly things are infused with non
recyclable plastic to make them leak proof.
!fthat isn't ridiculous, then what is?
Four years ago DIT and IMPACT, the union representing the majority of the maintenance staffat the
college, entered a partnership to implement a recycling policy. "We are now reaping the benefIts of
this policy", says Pierce.
Apart from the nonsense of the non-recyclable
coffee cups, more or less everything else in college
gets reused in some form or another, including the
oil from the chips. Apparently it comes back in the
form of cosmetics, but hopefully not burger
flavoured lipstick. The main thing is that it doesn't
go into landfill.
Deep in the bowels of the Aungier St building
lurks a machine which compresses all the cardboard
into manageable flat packs ready for recycling. Beside it a huge shredder deals with all the secrets from
the offices of the academic staff.
"The maintenance staff at the college are dedicated to recycling", said Andy Doyle, outgoing
President of the Students' Union. But Pierce, who
has recycled himself from a twenty-six year stint at
The Irish Press into the Recycling Officer, is the person who is responsible for making sure it all happens.
Should you be wending your weary home of an
evening, say at about 3.30 a.m., and see the lights
on in college, it won't be someone rifling through
your lecturer's office trying to steal that essay that
you spent so much time writing. It's much more
likely to be Pierce sorting through the waste and
separating it.
His life would be made a lot easier if people were
more aware of which bins to put which rubbish in.
While there are signs up around the restaurants and
in some rooms it may not always be obvious.
Trevor Seery from the Environmental Society
based in Bolton St. advises people to look out for
transparent bins. They are the ones for the recycling
stuff, but not sandwich wrappers and coffee cups.
Since the inception of the recycling project, the
amount of waste being sent to landfill by Aungier
St has dropped from seven 40 tonne skips per week
to less than one.
Each of the six DIT colleges has an environmental waste policy but the move to Grangegorman may
cause chaos unless a standard method of recycling is
introduced across all of the sites.
Not surprisingly, it is students from Bolton St
studying subjects like Environmental Management
who have been investigating this particular problem.
Seery would like to see standardisation introduced
across DIT, but as yet he is only a student and doesn't have too much time to get things done. He is
hoping to introduce 'Green Week' to get people
thinking about environmental issues, but needs a
steering committee to give him a hand Ifyou would
like to get involved give him a ring. It could be the
start of your new career in Environmental Management.

By Deirdre Davys
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Meteoric
•
rl e
By Elizabeth McHugh

tars shone and drink
flowed at the 8th annual
Irish
Music
Meteor
Awards on Friday February
15th.
Ireland's
biggest
celebrities, and even some
faces from foreign shores,
graced the orange carpet at
the RDS to accept awards
and perform at the event.
Pint-sized Paddy Casey
opened the show with a rendition of Addicted to Company, the title track to the
same album that he picked
up for Best Irish Album.
Other performances ranged
from Cathy Davey later
named Best Irish Female,
The Blizzards and the artists
of The Cake Sale.
Young Dublin band The Coronas, who reached fame late
last year with San Diego
Song, received a warm reception from the audience as
they took to the stage.
The most anticipated performance of the night was
the collaboration oetween

S

merely a prodigy of
Sinead 0' Connor and Republic of Loose. O'Connor, usu- Boyzone ten years ago.
Dara Q'Briain played the
ally a solo artist, blended well
part
of comical host, no
to the modern trip-hop sound
aoubt one of his toughest
that is Republic of Loose.
British Tom Baxter, who has gigs to date. Having to apachieved newfound fame peal to young teenage girls
with his second album Sky- as well as music
bound, made a real impact at executives, O'Brithe awards. His song writing ain was relaxed
and intense performances and entertaining,
explain his growing audience while maintaining
and would be well worth a a balance to satvisit when he plays the Na- isfy the audience.
Winners on the
tional Stadium In Dublin next
night
included··
May.
Asian,
Boyzone were a big feature Westlife,
Damien
Dempsey
of the night as well, as they
celebratea their return to the The Blizzards, and
Irish music scene with a international act
medley of their greatest hits. Muse who justi"We just feel lucky to have fied their "Best InLive
this second chance," said ternational
Shane Lynch when asked Performance" from
about the re/orming of the Oxygen with an
band. The media attraction electric set on the
of Boyzone far outshone that night.
Ondoubtedly one
of Westlife and reminded the
biggest
industry that the current of the
of
the
year,
nights
kings of Irish pop were

ver to yOU•••

elU'lY Moore:

the Meteors opened 2008
with optimistic hope for the
growing Irish music scene, as
it is reported that the awards
hit a record number of audience attendance and television viewers.

l

Retail Services &I
Management
What are you lis~
What are you lis
tenlng to at the!
tenlng to at th
moment?
moment?
Chris Brown
T-Pain
Last album yoUj
Last album yo
bou,ht?
bought?
T-Pam - Epiphany
Chris Brown Who are the bes
Exclusive
hat In your music collection are you live music act you've ever seen?
ost ashamed of?
Looking forward to Shane Ward and
,Britney Spears
Westlite!

I

J
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StePJi8D O'lUOiCIiD:
Business

What are you lis
tenlng to at th
moment?
Batman Soundtrack
Last album yo
bought?
Radiohead
Last gig?
Bruce SprlngsteenWhat In your music collection are yo
mo ashamed of?
Backstreet Boys

What are you listening to
the
moment?
Damien Rice
Last album you
bought?
Justice - Cross

What are you lis
tening to?
Razorfight
Last album?
David GrayGreatest Hits
Last gig?
RazorTignt in Ne

IIv mu c act you'veI

hat In your music collection are yo
most ashamed of?
Bee Gees

kroc~~

York
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DIT photography student showcase
BETTY
(left)

Photographer:
Anna Wickharn

''This is a picture
of a family friend
taken in the style
ofDiane Arbus. I
used a lot ofprops
to help convey the
subject's personality and also to help
relate it to Arbus'
quirky photographs."

her: Kathrin Baumbach

LOVERS (left)
Photographer: Noel Noblett
liThe photo was taken last year in
the village ofHollyfort, where I
come from, in Co. Wexford"

(above) Photographer: Ronan ]ohns
One photograph from a series ofselfportraits depicting the "lower" class ofIreland

THOMAS CLARKTOWER, BALLYMUN (below)
Photographer:
Ciara O'HaIloran
"1 lived in this tower on
the 9th Door which you
can just about see. I
lived here from when i
was born until i was 7
YTS old. I have no bad
memories ofliving in
this Dat and its sad to
see it going. "
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INTERVIEW:

The Coronas
By Louise Tierney

or the entire duration of
their Radio City charity
gig, The Coronas did not
stop smiling.
The Terenure three-piece
have plenty to be smiling
about, having experienced a
meteoric rise from obscurity
to the forefront of the Irish
music scene in the last year.
Lead singer Danny O'Reilly
maintains the same vigour
and enthusiasm when talking
about the band and their success, as the band do in their
performance. "Last night was
amazing; we were just saying ourselves afterwards that
it felt like one of our own gigs
we enjoyed it so much."
Danny attributed their immense popularity rise in the
last year to many different
factors.
The main reason was the
success of the flagship single,
the J1 ballad "San Diego
Song". "It just really caught
on with people," he said.
"It's very different in style to

F

the rest of the album.
When we brought it
out we were hoping
that it would get reaction from people even
if it didn't get the airplay. Obviously getting
the airplay on daytime
enjoy it while you can. This are deeply personal songs.
radio also helped."
Having
been
students goes for everyone in the For example, 'The Talk' is
themselves up until this year, business because there are based on a an actual converit wasn't until they graduated no guarantees."
sation that I had with an ex."
When asked what he
from their respective courses
In terms of what the future
including commerce, arts and thought of people getting fa- holds for The Coronas, the
sound engineering that the mous off the back of pro- next few weeks are hectic
band turned their full atten- grammes like this, Danny with non stop gigs. The band
tion to music. Danny ex- said that it's so hard to get play the Ambassador Saturplained: "It helped us that we into the mainstream media day the 8th of March.
They have also been conhad an indie label. We never that he "wouldn't judge anyhad a major record label one for it in the same way firmed for this year's Oxegen
pushing us so we were free that hopefully people won't festival, and have plans for
judge us on the fact that we the UK in the summer along
form, that kind of pressure."
RTE's talent contest "You're got fame of the back of a hol- with starting writing the second album.
a Star" recently featured the iday song."
In terms of the band's song
band, seeking their advice for
When asked if the band had
the hopeful contestants on writing, Danny stresses how similar plans to other Irish
the show. "It's hard for peo- their songs are about "how I plans of travelling to the US
ple to get any connectivity felt at the time. That's how I to record, Danny's joking
out of programmes, but the want them to come across. A reply was "any excuse for a
main thing I would say is to lot of the songs on the album holiday to the States."
,
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elying on improvisation and razor sharp
wit, Dara Q'Briain continues to draw enthusiastic crowds to his Irish gigs.
Famous for his successful television career,
the Wicklow funnyman proved he i~ no slouch
when it comes to stand-up. RefUSing to let a
bad throat hinder his performance, Q'Briain
managed to keep the Vicar Street crowd enthr~lIe.d .a~d entertained throughout. .
.
Q Bnaln s material is wide-ranging, with
everything f~om drugs and shady hotel guests
t~ . Anglo-Insh relations picked apart and
ndlculed.
. ~is r~laxed .and"assured style means that political ~okes, hk~ In China they have one word
for ~hlna and. Tibet, and it's China", are as well
r~c~lve9 a~ hIs goofy assertion that "if a nutritlOnlS.t IS like a dentist a dietician is like a
toothIest".
'
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Q'Briain's popularity worldwide has seen him
perform successfully in Boston, Dubai, Adelaide
and Shanghai. Some facets of O'Briain's humour, however, are uniquely Irish and only appreciated by a home crowd. Playful jibes
agai.nst British occupation and the odd joke as
Gaellge would surely be lost on an international
audience.
With his spontaneous and improvisational
style, no audience member is safe from his wit
as the comic randomly picks on members of the
crowd throughout the show. The show's finale
received the biggest laugh, as he returned to
every person he targeted during the show to
give them one last tirade of abuse.
With creative retorts, inventive anecdotes and
sarcastic twists, Dara O'Briain is likely to have
audiences reaching for the aisles for years to
come.

ndrew Maxwell's reputation contin- the show.
jokes won the biggest laughs from the
The Kilbarrack native showed he crowd. One such classic was his deues to grow as he kept a pack~d
Vicar Street captivated With hiS knows how to please an Irish audience scription of hittin!;j a transvestite, "All
by gladly performing his Bosco impres- the pleasure of hitting a woman, but
own unique brand of comedy.
.
His performance lacked none of hIS sion fC?r the eager crowd.
none of the guilt".
The Impression was made famous on a
usual gusto. He expertly dealt WIth ~
Maxwell offers a change from many
200~ episode of The Panel and has since other comedians, as he deals with comrenegade heckler with a cool re~ort 0
"I'm a comedian you know? You re not receIved over 100 000 views on plex social and political issues, but
'
going to win."
. YouTube.
adding a witty twist.
The back and forth between the pair
Despite gaining most of his fame
Channel4's King of Comedy is a masturned into a master clasS of ho w to ~~rough working on TV it was obvious ter of the anecdote and quick putdown
b
at Ma~well is most 'comfortable on and is a must-see for any fan of the
deal with wannabe comedians, annd ~f
stage. HIS most un-politically correct Irish comedy scene.
came one of the funniest mom e ts
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Clodagh Kerley
Patrick Clarke meets the
singer/songwriter to talk
about life as a musician, the
creative process and being
misunderstood.

here is something suspiciously familiar about meeting Clodagh Kerley that sets off alarm bells. Her
story is one that, at first, appears to
have been told countless times. Living
in a trendily dilapidated part of Dublin,
this young girl is determined to make
it in the music industry. Clodagh resides with several other musicians and
artists in what can only be described,
loosely, as a creative hub.
So what makes Clodagh different
from all the wannabes out there? Quite
simply, she has an abundance of talent
and is not afraid to use it.
Talking about her experience in her
secondary school orchestra, Clodagh
explains that, "because it was so disciplined I learned to discipline myself, so
I can sit down and concentrate for
hours. I also learned the importance of
simple things like tuning and timing,
how real music is made."
Having recently graduated from the
Ballyfermot College of Further Education, known as The Rock School,
Clodagh has continued to take positive
steps toward her chosen career. She
has taken a year out to write and produce her eagerly awaited EP.
"I get my inspiration from everything. It is how I feel about something,
little things that annoy me, events in
my life. Stuff like that.
"When actually writing I always just
try to get the chords first, something

T

that
sounds
nice and
you can
sing along
with.
Then once
you have
an idea
you just
build a
story on
it. Your
first line
has to be
really important,
then you
work from
there."
Within
seconds
of listening to
Clodagh's
music you
can tell that there is a lot more going
on under her bubbly exterior. Clodagh
writes about aspects of her life that
many of us would not like to confront
in our own.
Her lyrics have a quality that is rare
in modern music; honesty. This is not
an easy thing to achieve but it gives
her songs great weight and presence.
"I find it very hard singing to people I
know and I am afraid of what people
might think or what they say. But if
youfeel a certain way at the time you
write a song you shouldn't be ashamed
of it, so you just want to get it out
there. Why not?"
Beyond all these feelings of anxiety is
a steady current of professionalism
and dedication to her art. "I think what
I am writing about is quite different
and the way I do it is different as well.
I try to play with bigger balls than
other songwriters. I like to use chords
that sound different, augmented or diminished, things like that. I use dark
chords that sound spooky."
Apart from the creative factors that
determine a song's sound, Clodagh has
a vast resource of technical knowledge. "Changing time signatures during the song and using different timing
and different rhythms can change a
song's feeling. Trying different instruments, is really important."
The fact that Clodagh can play sev-

eral instruments means that she
knows all the elements of her work intimately.
"You have to think about everything,
how the drums will sound, the whole
lot. Do you invert a chord or change a
word or change a line? Maybe you
thought it was great the first time, but
you always go back and listen to it a
few days later and you realise that a
word does not fit there. You just keep
going over it until you feel happy and
you know you have done all you can.
n happens all the time that you bring
a song to the final stage and then you
realise its not working."
Working in such an uncertain field
means it can be hard to find recognition but Clodagh is fiercely determined, which pays off. "I have had
mixed reactions from people in the real

, , I find it very hard
singing to people I know and
I am afraid of what people
might think or what they say.
But if you feel a certain way
at the time you write a song
you shouldn't be ashamed of
it, so you just want to get it
out there. Why not?
world. They don't understand that
you're a singer/songwriter and trying
to play music for a living. Practical
people in business or law don't understand and are shocked. It feels terrible, you feel like you're always trying
to convince people the whole time and
trying to prove something at every gig
to everyone that I can do it. Especially
when people think that what you do is
stupid and think that you will never
make it."
In the face of adversity, Clodagh is
making waves. With a growing fan
base, a highly successful Myspace site
and playing in various venues all over
Dublin, Clodagh is going from strength
to strength and shows no signs of
slowing down. Catch Clodagh's next
live performance in the Lower Deck on
the 3rd of April at 8.00pm.
For more Information or to contact
Clodagh visit
www.myspace.com/clodaghkerley
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'Singles of ....e
month...

Entertainment
reporter Luc 0
CIDDseala takes a
look at the car-crash
lif~ of the former pop
prmcess
t really is tough to keep
up with the fast paced life
of self-proclaimed Ms.
American Dream, Britney
Spears. Luckily the media are
there to talk us all through
her comings and goings in unnecessary detail.
Not so long ago a Sky News
report on Steve Wright, accused of the murder of five
Ipswich prostitutes, was interrupted. Why? Because they
were receiving 'exclusive'
grainy footage of what looked
like Britney Spears leaving
her house for her lost custody
battle.
The woman has seen her
media attention skyrocket in
the past year. Almost every
day we learn something new
about 'what Britney did yesterday'; whether it's a trip to
rehab or another delightful
picture of her getting out of a
car with her legs wide open.
Unfortunately for her, there
is no getting out of this spotlight any time soon and she is
clearly not doing a whole lot
to change this.
So where did it all begin to
crumble for the girl who had it
all? A 55-hour Las Vegas wedding probably wasn't the
worst place to start but it really began to unwind that
fateful February night last

By Luc 0 CinDseala

I

year when Spears took a
razor to her hair. The move,
which came in the middle of
her divorce proceedings was
completely unexpected and
threw Britney back into the
spotlight.
This opened the door for
Crazy Britney, the newborn
sister of White Thrash Britney
and the elder Pop Star Britney. It all went downhill from
there.
Her divorce proceedings
went fully in favour of ex-husband Kevin Federline, she lost
custody of her two children,
she was charged with a hitand-run and has been in and
out of psychiatric care like a
yo-yo.
At anyone time there are
up to thirty paparazzi following her screaming at each
other to get out of their shots.
One video shows Spears sitting in her car while her friend
goes to a coffee shop for her.
She sits tWiddling a string
around her finger while a
team of photographers, without any break in concentration, snap for four minutes
straight. While being pursued

by the entourage she does a
sharp u-turn. Several hours
later the video has surfaced
on celebrity blogger phenomenon Pe~ez Hilton's blog with
a headlme branding her a
'reckless driver'. Should we be
surprised that the girl has
gone just a little bit crazy?
Spears herself has been
quoted as saying:
"I see a bunch of photographers and I'm scared and I
want to get out of the situation ... They're coming up on
the sides of the car which is a
scary situation for me."
She has become trapped in
a bubble of a media which
has, itself, become trapped in
a snowball effect of a constant
search for more scandal
Every day she seems to be
getting increasingly downtrodden and her behavior
more erratic.
More and more, it is beginning to seem that tabloid editors are looking for that one
lucrative headline about the
media's favorite pop princess:
"Spears Killed in Car Smash".
That day does really not
seem too far off.

Go
pp back to square
one (and loving it)
By Lac 0 Chmseala
nce upon a time there was ~ lady you w~en ~istening to this song. The lyrics
called Alison Goldfrapp. Along with her :d~so t~n tt,ncomprehensible but this only
friend, Will Gregory, she releas~d two album's stunenlnmy.stterlous beauty of this
g In roductlon
albums without any huge success. T~IS lady
.A&E, t~e lead single, from 'the album is
decided to pick up the pace and kick her
and IS certainly the most rad' f' dl
work hard with a dose of synthesisers and airy
of all songs and cro s u
10 nen. y
electronic hooks and soon took her place as
the
Iiste~r
t~a~~'h1~itrac~s
In,
reassuring
na
a musical dominatrix with 2005's super - other album where the second h s no anture. The success of this album had gl~en filler; it's far from it actuall
alf Is mere
her a persona that was capable of reducing
.
The
album's
surreal
and
~arthY
cover art
interviewers to tears.
. g
Ju~t
needs
t~
be
seen
to
understand
what
Poor Allison was getting tired of bet
branded as a mean spirited bitch and e- thiS album IS about; an album closer to
cided that, perhaps, it would be bette r to earthly natl:'re and Goldfrapp's personal nakeep her music more gorgeous than g lal1"!- ture. The laid back feeling that accompanies
orous, simple than outrageous. The result IS every trac~ shows that Alison could not be
ha
I ppler dOing something she loves This Is
her newly released album, Seventh Tree·
tlmately .what makes good music and
u
Describing the opening track, Clowns, i~:
Witsh at haIS giver:- this album every second of
hard task. Few words exist that can so
aura magnificence.
up the intense feeling of serenity that hits
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I Thought it was 0
The Feeling

r-

he latest instalment in The Feeling's
growing back catalogue sees the
•
band reinvent their sound from
2006's bland debut album Twelve Stops
and Home. They have stayed true to their
. orientation towards piano and electronic
; hooks but have livened up their sound
tenfold to dramatic and welcomed results.
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Everyone NoseN*E*R*D
"
Everyone Nose IS the first single from
N*E*R*D's forthcoming studi~ album
N.E.3.D. A song about cocaine culture, it stands out for its hopping jazzy
baseline with a trademark break that
could only belong to this one grou . har. reil and Co. are back with attit de this
. Spring.

I

.4million E4 viewers became addicts in
January 2007. That was way back
when the first episode of Skins aired
and it seems that not one audience memI b.er has been able to kill the craving for a fix
• since.
The second series has just begun and it
appears more ambitious than the first. Its
themes are heavier without separating too
much from its usual format of carefree partying, drug taking and casual sex.
Althougfi the programme has been accepted in the realm of uber-cool it is clear
that this is big business for E4. The official
i website is updated frequently and strategiI cally with unseen footage, diaries, blogs and
podcasts to satisfy its internet-nurtured audience.
On one of the fansites, the question of
whether anybody over the age of 25
watches the programme has been posed
and it turns out that a number of 30, 40 and
even 50 year olds find it as enthralling as
the ~ounger group. Every generation needs
a defining, cult programme and It looks like
we've found ours. As a comment on the official website said, 'Skins Is like, the best.'

l
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Movies movies movies

Festival flair
......,. 6th annual Jameson Dublin Inational Film festival has called
wrap for another year. The fesned with a star studded Irish
rnI~ of In Bruges by Academy
inning writer/director Martin
h. In attendance to add some
Iity to the event were Colin FarBrendan Gleeson.
bining emerging cinema from
coun 'es such as Lebanon, Italy and
Esto a, with movies with mainstream
appeal, the festival offered something
for a tastes.
Particularly popular were the free outdoor screenings of classics such as The
Spy Who Came in from the Cold at
Smithfield Market and The First Great
Train Robbery in Heuston Station.
Showing over 100 films in ten days at
six locations around Dublin it was a hectic schedule for Irish film fans. The festival showcased some of the very best
in cinematic work from all across the

globe; over 33 countries were represented at the festival.
Running from 15th to 24th February,
it was strategically located in what was
a packed couple of weeks for the Irish
entertainment world. The Meteor Ireland Music Awards took place on February 15th along with the Irish Film and
Television Awards (IFTAs), two days
later on the 17th.
While it may not have the sunshine
and glitz of the cannes Film Festival, the
Jameson Dublin International Festival
has been drawing the crowds since its
revival in 2003.
Also receiving its European premiere
at the Festival was the latest offering
from Irish super group, U2. U2 3D was
filmed during the South American leg of
the Vertigo Tour and couples 3D technology and 5.1 Surround Sound.
The Festival concluded with the Irish
premiere of Eden, a film from the people behind the hit TV series Pure Mule.

One of the most prestigious awards at
the festival was scooped by Waveriders.
An Irish documentary, directed by Joel
Conroy, it explores the world of surfing
in Ireland and Ireland's connection with
the sport.
Grainne Humphries, director of the
festival spoke to DIT News. When asked
how she felt this year's festival went,
she enthusiastically replied, RI am absolutely delighted with the festival this
year, we had a great line up of films,
wonderful guests and I think the audiences really responded to new additions
like the library programme and outdoor
screenings"
Speaking about the plans for next
year's festival which are already underway, she said, "I have some ideas for
2009 - but none I can reveal at this
stage."
ByGaryFox

Parla ,Italiano?

s

the director of the festival, Grainne
Humphreys, pointed out, one of the
main goals of this year's edition has
been the idea of exploring the huge diversity of wood enema over the past year and
bringing works from first or second time directors to the great public.
Among the over 100 films shown during
this sixth edition of the festival, we have
also had the dlance to get a little closer to
what is better known as The New Italian
Cinema.
FIVe fresh and innovative films already appreciated by the Italian audiences during
the last year have been screened in Dublin.
They all received wann welcomes and positive reviews from the Irish public.
The strong emotionalism and the contemporary character shown by young directors
such as Daniele Lucx:hetti and his My
Brother is an only child or Andrea oIaioli
and his The Girl by the lake are the main
features of an Italian dnema capbIIned by

A

Q. How long did it take to shoot the
film?
A. -It took us only three weeks to shoot
known.
the entire movie. The
week we wor1<ed
Another fascinating and topical title has with the actors as if in
and the other
been 5alvatore Maira's Valzer, a satirical two weeks with the camera.drama about different events taking place
Q. Valzer was shot in a continuous
within a hotel in Turin dUring one day.
e. Is there
pal'tic:ular reason for
Human behaviors and deep emotions mix that?
up with political comments and an extraorA. -First of all it was a challenge from a
dinary sense of irony.
technical and artistic point of view. In so
DIT News met Valzer's producer Gian doing we managed to keep the costs very
Mario feletti after the screening at the low. 5econdly, since the beginning our main
Saeen Onema in Dublin last week and task was to tell a one-and-a-half hour long
asked a few questions about the movie.
story, which is also the exact duration of the
Q.
the IdeB for VaIzer CDIIIe film, m everyday
in which everything can
from?
happen and your Hfe can radically change.
A. ~Izer has been Wi itb:n and directed
-obviously when
shoot in a continuby 5aIvatDre
- . It is
origi
idea by ous take the actors and the troupe feel the
this amazing diredor. I"ve worked with him pressure. The smallest mistake and you
in the past on a tDtaDy dIfeIent movie about have ID go back from the start. Two main
18th century Italian theab'e. rd define cameramen and an assistant worked toYaIzer as an emotional bet, especially when gether
handed the camera ID each other
you think that we managed ID dose the
. shooting, like the airplane midair removie in the very last three days m shoot- fueIing procedure, if you know what I
the
high-dass director
Giuseppe Tomatore and his
pathos-full feature The Un-

ing.-

-
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DIT Waterpolo triumph
in intervarsity final

By Finbarr O'Sullivan
he OIT Men's Waterpolo team
celebrated victory in the Irish
Intervarsity Championships
earlier this month. The Championships, which were held in Trinity
College, pitted eight universities
against each other.
OIT were in a group with Limerick,
Galway and OCU with the winner
and runner-up advancing to the semifmals.
Before any matches were played
OIT, OCU and Limerick all had three
points as Galway's team failed to turn
up and the sides were awarded 10-0
walkovers in their respective fixtures
against Galway.
In their first game, OIT faced
DCU. DCU did not have enough
players to fulfil the match and DIT

T

Left to right
TOP: Colln Broderlck,
Brlan O'Oe, conor
O'Dea, Eo.n No'an,
Thorn.. Foy, Jamle
Fogarty, Robert Rle:c.aRtI. FRONT: Conor
Sherldan (Coach),
Stephen O'Brlen
(Captain), Ray CranIey, Graham Cullen,
Joset Tonar. INSET:
Eoln Ooy'e

were
awarded
another
10-0
walkover.
As Limerick beat DCU, the final
group match between Limerick and
OIT would decide who won the
group. OIT triumphed 17-3 and won
the group with 9 points. Limerick fmished as runners-up with 6 points.
In the semi-fmals OIT took on the
hosts Trinity and after leading 7-2 at
half-time, they sealed the game in the
second half with the final score being
13-6.
Queens University beat Limerick
in the other semi-final to set up a DIT
and Queens final.
Inspired by coach Conor Sheridan,
OIT went into the game with confidence but after trailing 4-3 and then
leading 6-4 it was 6-6 at half time.

In the second half, OIT
captain
Stephen
O'Brien
equalised with DIT'. Eoln HoIen (blue cap) received Player of the Tournament award
at the waterpolo Intervarsltle•.
22 seconds to
go to make it 9-9 and sent the game years, reaching the semi-finals in
into two three-minute-halves of extra 2006 and 2007 and losing to Galway
time.
in extra-time in the 2005 final.
After the first three minutes OIT
The OIT Women's Waterpolo team
had a lead of 11-9 and managed to did not fair as w~ll as ~e men, losing
hold on to win 11-10.
all three games m therr group. They
OlT's Eoin Nolan was voted Player had finished as runners-up in the
of the Tournament for his outstand- 2007 competition.
ing displays in OIT's successful camThe next ev,:nt for the ~w~ & Wapaign.
te!polo .Club IS the SWlmmmg and
Nolan is also the 2007 OIT Llfesavmg Intervarsity ChampiSportsperson of the Year.
onships in Sligo IT on 7 and 8 March.
OIT have come close in recent
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- a busy

year so far
By Catha! Foley
he DIT camogie team
came agonisingly close to
being crowned Purcell
T
Cup champions after losing by a
point to Queen's University in
the final of the tournament at
Pearse Stadium, Galway.
DIT opened up an early three
point lead but their good work
was undone by Queen's University forward Maria Jordan, scoring her first, and unfortunately
not last, goal of the game.
The Ulster team dominated the
majority of the first half, with
DIT menace Jordan netting the
second of her three goals. DIT,

however, were still very much in
the contest, with Joeleene Horey,
in particular, impressing, amassing 1-03 to leave the scoreboard
reading 3-06 to 1-06 to the
Northerners at the end of the first
half.
Queens started strongly in the
second half with points from
Karen Gribben and a brace from
Colette McSorley increasing
their lead to 3-09 to 1-06.
DIT, however, kept faith, eating into the Ulster team's lead
with scores from Siobhan McGrath and Joeleene Horey, who
scored a goal apiece to reduce

the deficit to just four points as
the game entered the final ten
minutes.
•
With time running out, the
Dublin ladies were handed a lifeline when Valerie Reaney
popped up to net past the
Queens' goalkeeper, making it a
one point game in favour of the
Ulster team.
DIT's brave fight back wasn't
enough, however, as the referee
called time on this rip-roaring
encounter with the scoreboard unfortunately from a DIT perspective - reading 4-11 to 4-10.

Sailing team win
Munster championship
2nd in UK race
By Conor Byrne
he Munster championship
was organised by 0 IT on
Cullaun Lake, Co. Clare
T
over February 2nd and 3rd,
where the team raced in the
snow and the bitter cold.
Only eight of the top college
teams were invited, including
our greatest rivals; Trinity, UCC,
CIT and UL. After 55 races, in
two round leagues, the title was
to come down to the final race
between DIT (on 11 wins) and
UCC (on 8 wins).
In the final race, DIT were
commanding until the downwind leg when a penalty went
against us, letting
into a It.
2 6. on the second-last leg.
BYme / McNally in.3rd position
started inching ovet UCC'
SimDn Murray, who luffed let-

uce

Ung DIT~ O'Le8ay I Fenloo pin

room on the final mark. One
UCC boat touched the mark, and
the other UCC boat touched the
boat ofO'Leary / Herlihy, giving
UCC two penalties and DIT the
race and the title. Despite some
close races, DIT2 were unfortunate to finish in 6th position.
DITl flew to the University of
Reading in the UK over the
weekend of February 23rd and
24th to compete in the "Reading
Wetdream" event against 11
other teams. After being the only
team to win every race over two
leagues, the Brits were spooked
The final was against Oxford
University, the prestigious sailcollege whom we had
thrashed the previous day. Ox..
font tOo the first race. JIDCI DIT
the second.1n the final race, D

.m-g

were wimlU1$ 'Vi a ~ a.4:coul-

bination until a penalty went
against us. On the final leg,
Byrne / McNally put the pressure on two Oxford boats and allowed O'Leary / Herlihy and
O'Dowd / Corcoran scope to
catch up to the line and cross in
a winning 2, 3, 4 combination to
win the event.
A whistle went, however, and
an umpire gave what the captain
of Oxford called 'a dubious
penalty' against Byrne / McNally
for coming out of a tack faster
than they went in, giving DIT a
losing 2,3,6 combination, after
a shortened celebration we
would have to be content with
second place.
The next event for DIT is the

National Intervarsities in Killaloe 0 er ~ 6, 7, & 8th March.

, T h e DIT Hurling Club has been very active
recently on the fields of play with the
Fitzgibbon Cup well under way.
Last term they were busy in the league with victory over VUJ and defeats to UCD and St. Pats
~hich saw them exit the league. After the Christmas period preparations for the Fitzgibbon Cup
went into overdrive while also partaking in the
Kehoe Cup, a competition which DIT won in
2007.
In the Kehoe Cup DIT defeated Mayo and Kill dare but fell to the old enemy Carlow in the semi
-final a game in which we lost a number of key
. players to injury. This game was on a Sunday and
on the following Wednesday DIT lined out to face
a formidable and highly fancied NUIG side in GalI way with seven Fitzgibbon debutants in the starting side.
The squad pulled together and the freshers acquitted themselves very well in what was a great
game of hurling given the time of year and dug out
to a draw from the jaws of the defeat with a last
minute goal from Kilkenny's Willie 0 Dwyer.
This was a marvellous result given the amount
of experienced personnel the side had lost to injury in the weeks leading up to the game.
They next faced a very talented CIT side in
Grangegorman, an encounter in which we lost narrowly by two points leaving CIT top of the group
and DIT in second position with NUIG being
knocked out of the competition a major shock as
they had contested the final of the competition the
last two years.
The quarter final draw took us down to face WIT
in Ballygunner, a game in which we were comprehensively beaten by a star studded and very
physical WIT side. D~illJmS
The Freshers had a successful league campaign
before losing to UL in the flISt round of the championship by the narrowest of margin in dismal
conditions for hurling in Grangegorman.
This was particularly unlucky as a goal in the last
minute snatched a victory from a very strong DIT
freshers side which had been well prepared by
Adrian Cummins, Micheal O'Keefe and Niall
Kelly.
The intermediate hurlers are still destined for
success after a great two point victory over LIT recently in the All Ireland Quarter Final at Grangegorman. This is a very strong side backboned by
John Langan Murphy and Willie Cullen. The very
best of luck to them in that competition.
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DIT 29 - IT CARLOW 33
By Cathal Foley
he DIT senior rugby team, despite losing to Carlow. have
qualified into the quarter finals
after finishing second in their group.
The Dublin students got off to the
worst possible start, conceding an
early converted try and penalty, leaving them facing an uphill struggle for
the remainder of the match.
It was sixteen minutes into the first
half before OIT registered their first
score, thanks to a penalty from Barry
McLaughlin.
In spite of some brave defence, it
was Carlow who struck next with
two more unconverted tries - stretch-.
ing their lead to 20 points to 3.
Not to be deterred, OIT bounced
back with a try of their own from
Clement Thierry, who did well to
touch down after snapping up a loose
Carlow pass - reducing the score line .

to 20 - 10.
DIT, however, entered half time on
a sour note after scrum half Barry
McLaughlin compounded Carlow's
successful drop goal attempt by getting sin-binned.
With the score line reading 23 - 10
at the beginning of the second half,
Carlow made the most of their one
man advantage with a converted try
to increase their lead to ten points.
DIT, however, would not lie down,
with Mark Farrell, Mick McElroy
and Cian Erraught leading the fight
back with some excellent work.
The 0 IT students were rewarded
for their persistence after Cian Erraught crashed over out wide after a
powerful line-out maul.
With the tide turning in DIT's direction, Clement Thierry touched
down for the second time after a well

worked back-line move.
Barry
McLaughlin added the conversion to
give the Dublin students a faint glimmer ofhope, after looking dead in the
water fifteen minutes earlier.
With the score board reading 22 33, DIT reverted to their most potent
weapon - the line-out maul. It proved
a success for the second time when
Ian Leonard burrowed over in the
corner. Barry McLaughlin landed
the acute conversion to reduce the
Carlow lead to four points.
Unfortunately for OIT, it proved to
be the last score of the game as time
ran out on their spirited come back.

Women's

soccer
team
lose out
toUeD
By Cathal Foley

he DIT lady's soccer team
found the final hurdle too
high to overcome; losing 2I after extra time to DCD in the
final of the Challenge Cup.
In a scrappy first half, both sides
had periods of dominance, with
DCD creating the more clear-cut
chances.
DIT posed UCD some problems, with Dunne making some
telling surges down the left flank.
As the game headed towards
extra time in the second half,
DCD looked to have snatched the
result with a well taken goal.
DIT did not lose heart, however,
Cian Ward to go 0-10 to 0-7 in front
and
their perseverance was finally
midway through the half.
rewarded
with a timely goal by A
It was DCU's turn to rally this time,
Flanagan,
sending the game to
however, with Cregg, Brian Sheridan
extra
time.
and Seamie Johnston sending over
DCD looked the fitter team as
t~ee quick points to tie the game
WIth ten minutes to go.
the tempo slowed in extra time.
.But following a Vaughan free, With a penalty shoot-out looking
Llam Fleming came up from defence a foregone conclusion, UCD
to.put OIT ahead by two with three caught DIT knapping to cruelly
mmutes to go. And then after DCU snatch victory with a goal in the
h~ lost possession, Ryan then set up
Kilcoyne to all but put the game be- dying minutes.
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old out for epic
overDCU

By Cathal Foley
ublin senior forward Mark
Vaughan registered seven
points for DIT in yesterday's
round two Sigerson Cup clash at
Grangegorman.
The Kilmacud Crokes dead-ball
specialist landed all his scores from
frees in a game that was ultimately
decided by Aidan Kilcoyne's goal
with two minutes to go.
The Mayo forward took a pass
from Shane Ryan jnr, sidestepped the
goalkeeper and finished into the
empty net. Vaughan had sent over

D

back-to-back frees with Conor Mortimer and Shane O'Rourke countering at the ~ther end to tie the game
with ten mmutes gone.
The teams then traded two points
each before well-taken scores from
O'Rourke and Dick Clerkin, coupled
with an injury-time score from
Cathal Cregg, opened up a threepoint lead for DeU at the break, 0-7
to 0-4.
OIT then put together a run of six
unanswered points which culminated
in a point from Meath senior forward

yond DeU's reach.
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he DIT men's senior footballers have made a little bit of
history by making the semi
final weekend for the first time in the
Club's history. A 0-14 to 0-4 point
win against Tralee IT in Kerry on
VVednesday February 27th secured
their passage to the weekend.
The furthest the college has progressed in the competition prior to
this was back in 1999 with a team incuding Kerry's Darragh 6 Se and
Meath's Ollie Murphy reached the
quarterfinals before going out to
Queens.
This year's crew are now looking
at the big prize. Having defeated
UCC after extra time, a starstudded
DCU side in Grangegorman and now
Tralee away, confidence in the camp
will be high.
However they will have to get over
the
bookies'
pre-tournament
favourites 10rdanstown on Friday
March 7th in Carlow if they are to
progress to the final. 10rdanstown
have already accounted for Sligo IT
and last year's champions Queens.
So all roads next week lead to Carlow, if you can lend your support on
Friday please do.

T

See inside for match report
ofDIT's epic 3 point win
over DCU in round two

DIT soccer win CUFL Division 2 title
By Catha! Foley
DIT are the new Division 2 Colleges and Universities Football
League champions after a resounding
win over the highly fancied Collaiste
Stiofan Naofa.
The Cork side managed by Cork
City director of coaching Liam Murphy were considered favourites for
the game which was played in almost
perfect conditions at the AFL complex in Coolock
Both sides went into the fmal unbeaten this season so something was
going to have to give.
The DIT team lost last years final
on penalties and were determined not

to let this happen again
The opening exchanges of the
match were fairly even but after
about ten minutes DIT began to dominate. DIT had several good chances
to score with Jason Brown and
Conor Foley bringing out some good
saves from the CSN keeper
Man of the match Richie O'Farrell
finally broke the deadlock in the 28th
minute after he fired home from fifteen metres getting on the end of a
Dan Downey through ball.
Six minutes later the same player
put the game beyond CSN when he
converted a penalty kick which was

awarded when O'Farrell was taken
down in the box by the CSN centre
back.
It followed a very similar move
that led to the first goal. 2-0 at half
time.
The second half resembled the first
DIT created several chance without
adding to the score.
VVith the game slipping away from
them CSN threw on all their subs in
the last ten minutes getting the upper
h.and and coming close on two occasIons.
DIT then closed out the game,
holding on for a 2-0 victory.

CFAI CUP
Meanwhile, DIT Premier team are
into the quarter-finals of the CFAI
Umbro All Ireland cup after a great
victory over IT Carlow in Carlow
DIT opened the coring with a 25
yard blockbuster from midfielder
Ross Zambra. Carlow equali ed soon
after but a Mark O'Connor brace
gave the visitor a commanding 3-1
lead.
Carlow pulled another goal back in
the 80th minute but a goal from substitute Kyle Cawley restored the 2
goal lead.
Final score IT Carlow2; DIT 4

